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VILLAGE OF GLENCOE 
PLAN COMMISSION 

 
Meeting Minutes 

July 26, 2017 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

A regular meeting of the Plan Commission of the Village of Glencoe, Cook County was called 
to order by Chairman Thomas in the Village Hall Council Chamber at 7:35 p.m. on the 26 day 
of July 2017. 

 
2. ROLL CALL 

 
The following were present: 

 
Caren Thomas, Chairman, Public-at-Large Representative 

  Barbara Miller, Vice-Chairman, Village Board Representative 
  Ed Goodale, Public-at-Large Representative 

  Bruce Huvard, Public-at-Large Representative 
  Dudley Onderdonk, Glencoe Park District Representative 
  Gary Ruben, School District #35 Representative 
  Tom Scheckelhoff, Historic Preservation Commission Representative 
 

The following were absent: 
  
  Louis Goldman, Glencoe Public Library Representative 
  Vacant, Public-at-Large Representative 
  Vacant, Zoning Board of Appeals Representative 
 

The following were also present: 
  
David Mau, Director of Public Works 
Nathan Parch, Planning & Development Administrator 
Lee Brown, Village Planner, Teska 
Bobby Mordenti, Teska 

 
3. CONSIDER THE APRIL 26, 2017 PLAN COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 

 
The minutes from the April 26, 2017 Plan Commission meeting were approved. 
 

4. PUBLIC COMMENT TIME 
 

None   
 
5. CONTINUE DISCUSSION OF DESIGN GUIDELINES – VILLAGE PLANNER LEE BROWN 

 
Discussion continued on the Plan Commission’s effort of reexamining and updating the 
Village’s design guidelines, which date back to 1976. Updating the design guidelines is a 
recommendation included in the Downtown Plan. The guidelines will be used in conjunction 
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with the Downtown Plan and the Glencoe Zoning Code when reviewing the design of new 
buildings and exterior changes to existing buildings located in the Village’s commercial and 
multi-family zoning districts. Work on this project will continue over the next several months.  
 
Village Planner Lee Brown distributed and reviewed an initial outline of an updated design 
guidelines document. He stated that the outline was organized into four categories of design 
criteria: (1) Building Form; (2) Façade Elements; (3) Site Improvements; and (4) Public Realm. 
Mr. Brown noted that the goal of updated guidelines is to have greater detail, greater clarity, 
and more measureable standards than the current edition. The updated guidelines will be 
improved upon in order to outline clear expectations that projects must demonstrate to be 
successfully developed.  
 
Mr. Brown showed examples of design guidelines from other communities illustrating various 
formats (photos/graphics vs. text heavy) and approaches ranging from passive (suggestive) to 
active (do vs. don’t). It was agreed that photos and graphics from outside the community 
should be used within the guidelines as illustrations of the various design goals of the Village. 
 

  Mr. Brown raised the question of whether or not there should be separate sections within the 
guidelines that address different areas within the Village, including: 

   

 Downtown & Downtown Subareas 

 Hubbard Woods 

 Frontage Road properties 

 RD Multi-Family District 
 
There was Commission support for treating different geographies separately based on their 
existing context. 
 
Mr. Brown also raised the question of signage and how the Village’s sign ordinance should 
interface with the design guidelines. 
 
Mr. Brown thanked members for their comments and stated that staff would continue to 
develop a draft document for the Commission’s review. 

 
6. DOWNTOWN UPDATE 

 
Mr. Brown provided an update on the Tudor Court advisory committee and their first 
workshop meeting held on July 18, 2017. 
 
Planning & Development Administrator Nathan Parch provided an update on the Zoning 
Commission’s July 10, 2017 meeting wherein they considered the request of David Loucks for 
a special use permit to allow a ground floor financial services office use in the building at 662-
666 Vernon Avenue in the business district.  

 
7. STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS  

   
Vice-Chairman Miller noted that the Village Board discussed licensing food trucks at the June 
Committee of the Whole meeting and determined that the Village’s current process of 
permitting food trucks through the issuance of a special event permit was most appropriate. 
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Commissioner Onderdonk provided an update on various Park District matters and asked 
Commissioners for ideas on saving/donating the corten steel “Breakwater” sculpture that 
needs to be removed from Park 2n. 
 

8. SCHEDULE NEXT MEETING OF THE PLAN COMMISSION  
 
It was agreed to cancel the August Plan Commission meeting and to schedule the next 
meeting for Wednesday, September 27, 2017 at 7:30 p.m.  

 
9. ADJOURNMENT 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
Nathan Parch  
Planning & Development Administrator   


